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ADVERTISEMENT. 


s ks following diſcourſe was deli- 

vered ſome time ſince, to the 
Author's own congregation, without 
any idea of publication. It is now ſent 
into the world ſolely with a view to the 
benefit of young perſons, and the lower 
claſles of people, who may want time 
or inclination to read large and learned 
productions, but who may be in danger b 
of infection from the prevailing infide- 
lity of the age. Should any ſuch be 
preſerved, by the bleſſing of God on it's 


peruſal, from the baneful tendencies of a 


944 ſceptical 
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ſceptical ſpirit, the Author's beſt feelings 

will be gratified, and his end in it's pub. 
 lication abundantly anſwered. 


K. ettering, 
April, 1797, 


1 TIM. i. 15. 


This is a FAITHFUL SAYING, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave finners. 


O a rational and ſinful being, who ſeri- 

ovſlv reflects, and underſtands his own 
caſe, there cannot be a more intereſting in- 
quiry than—“ is this fact?” The Apoſtle 
ſays it is a faithful ſaying, or a true report: 
What reaſon have we to believe that he ſays 
true? W'e have reaſon Ps, 

FirsT, from the credibility of the hiſtory | in 
which this great doctrine is to be found. 

How came you and I to know any thing 
about Jeſus Chriſt ? that there ever was ſuch 
a perſon, or that he came hither for any ſuch 
25 e's as ſaving ſinners? Why, it may be 


ſaid, © we have a particular account of him 


in the Bible: for inſtance, we have a large 
hiſtory of him written by four different men, 
viz. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.” 
Granted : none can deny that the doctrine 
of the text is that of thoſe men called Evan» 
geliſts. But we know that there are ſuch 


books as Gulliver's Travels; the Arabian 
Nights“ Entertainments; Robinſon Cruſoe, &c. 
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which ſpeak of very wonderful perſons and 
very marvellous events, but nobody believes 
there ever were ſuch perſons or ſuch tranſac- 
tions. How do we know that this is not the 
cafe with the whole New Teſtament hiſtory ? 
Obſerve the difference. Such writers as 
thoſe juſt mentioned evidently and profeſſedly 
wrote for their own and the amuſement of 
others, and never pretended to make people 
believe what they relate as facts; or if they 
had, none of the thinking and ſerious part of 
mankind could ever have been deceived by 
them, ſo as to believe a word of what they 
wrote. But theſe four men, the Evangeliſts, 
_ gravely and ſolemnly ſtate all they fay about 
Jeſus Chriſt as certain ſolid facts, which came 
within their own knowledge. That which we 
have ſeen and heard, ſay they, declare we unto 
%. | | 
Again; the writers of the romances referred 
to, relate a number of marvellous things in- 
deed, but things of no real, or at leaſt general, 
conſequence. A thinking man would not 
much care whether they were true or not, and 
therefore would not inquire into their evi- 
dende. But the principal facts which the 
E vangeliſts relate, were of the deepeſt poſſible 
conſequence, which involved their own, and 
the eternal welfare of their fellow- creatures. 
Theſe things are written that ye might believe 
that Jeſus is the Chriſt, and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. Now when- 
ever they.publiſhed facts of fuck importance, 
+ | ſenſible 
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E 
p ſenfible and ſerious men would feel themſelves 
greatly intereſted, and make anxious enqui- 
ries into the truth of theſe things. Suppoſe 
we heard a credible report that, a large gold 
mine was diſcovered in a diftant part of the 
kingdom, and that all the wealth of it was to 
be appropriated to the relief of the poor in. 
this town ; would it not make people very 
earneſtly inquire whether there were any real 
ground for ſuch a report? 1 
f But it may be ſaid © the very gravity and 
7 poſitivity with which theſe men aſſert the 
; great things alluded to, might deceive even 
; ſenſible and ſerious perſons, who might im- 
. poſe upon themſelves by the raagnitude and 
1 value of the things aſſerted.” But you will 
obſerve, that the hiſtory of Chriſt by the 
Evangeliſts was written in the very country, 
and near the time, where and when Chriſt is 
ſaid to have lived, and all that he did is ſaid 
to have been tranſacted, ſo that if the whole 
were a lie, hundreds and thouſands of perſons: 
in the towns and cities which they mention by: 
name, could have ariſen as one man and con- 
tradicted every thing. —Suppoſe three or four 
men in and about London were to publiſh: - 
their different accounts of a perſon who liued 
there ten or twelve years ago, who went into. 
the different hoſpitals and cured all the pati- 
ents. there with ſpeaking a word; called 
| dead bodies out of their coftins-and+graves ;. 
fed ten thouſand people in Moorfields. with 
five or ſix loaves of bread, and was at laſt pub- 
A. 5; lickly; 
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lickly executed by order of government, but 
roſe again, and was ſeen by many perſons 
afterwards for forty days together; — ſuppoſe 
ſuch a publication to appear, would not the 
whole city and it's neighbourhood be ready to 
contradict it? could one ſoul there, or one 
man of ſenſe through the kingdom, be brought 
to believe it? And yet the Evangeliſts were 
believed by many thouſands of perſons, and 
that at a time when many thouſands more 
would have been glad if they could, to con- 
tradict all they ſaid. — 
But ay be further aſked—* How do 
we know that Chriſt's hiſtory was written 
about that time, and in that country ? per- 
haps fome deſiguing men forged and publiſhed 
it ſomewhere aca diſtance, and three or four 
hundred years after the events are ſaid to have 
taken place; and in conſequence of this diſ- 
tance, doth of time and place, no body could 
contraditt them ; it might be all true for any 
thing that any perſon here and then could 
ſay. — But though nobody could contradict 
them, how could they get any body to believe 
them? A thouſand tongues would ſay, © You 
bring forward a very wonderful ſtory, and you 
tell vs the whole happened ſo many hundred 
years ago, and ſo far off: How came you to 
know all this? There is not a word about it 
in any other hiſtory z how came you to be the 
firft that received the information, eſpecially 
when, as you ſay, all mankind are equally in- 
tereſted in it? It can be nothing but a dream, 
2 2 or 
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or an invention of your own.” Suppoſe a 
perſon were to publiſh a book 10 con- 
trary to all the hiſtories of England extant, 
that there was a Henry the Ninth, who ſat upon 
the Britiſh throne; that he was the greateſt 
and beſt prince that ever reigned ; and made 
all the good laws we have; that he was mur- 
dered by his wicked ſubjects, and by and by 
came out of his grave again.— Though thele 
facts were ſaid to have happened ſo many 
years ago that no one living could contradict 
ſuch a writer from his own perſonal know- 
ledge, yet who would believe him?“ How 
came you to be the firſt to know all this, 
when no other hiſtory fays any thing about 
it?” The more poſitive a man was in ſuch a 
caſe, the more fit we ſhould think him for 
Bedlam, and the leſs diſpoſed would any mor- 


tal be to give him credit. 


Now think, how 1s it poſſible to account 


for it, that ſuch multitudes ſhould be brought 


to believe the goſpel hiſtory, ſuch numbers 
of large chriftian churches planted in different 
countries, and ſo much ſacrificed for the ſake 
of chriſtianity, upon the bare word of a few 
mad men or cheats, who forged an hiſtory 
about ſomebody that lived many hundred 
miles off, and as many hundred years ago, 
that no other hiftory ſays any thing about, and 
nobody elſe knows any thing of! "a 

But how do we know that there were 


ſuch men as Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, 


and that they actually wrote their reſpective 
5 e 
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Goſpels ?” Is there any man here, or in the 
kingdom, who doubts whether there were ſuch 


a perſon as Milton, and whether he wrote the 


Paradiſe Loft ? as Shakeſpear, and whether he 
wrote the Plays aſcribed to him? or Rollin, 
and whether he wrote the Ancient Hiſtory ? 
or C2lttn, and whether he wrote the In/tirutes ? 
They lived many years ago, and ſome of them 
were foreigners, and yet nobody has any 
doubt on this head, becauſe they were known, 
public characters, wrote in the face of open 
day, owned their writings, which every body 


aſcitbeg to them, and no one elſe pretended to . 


be the author of them. The ſame things 
may be ſaid of the four Evangelifts. They 
were perſonally known by thoulands; they 
acknowledged their writings; nobody, elſe 
pretended to them, and they were univerſally 
owned as theirs. So that the foundation of 


our hope lies in an hiſtory which bears all the 


genuine marks of credibility. 
* _ SxcoxnpLy, We have authority for the 


aſſertion in the text ariſing from the NaTuRE 


OF rug EVIDENCE Which the Goſpel hiſtory 
contains. 

11 is often ſaid that orte of the ſtrongeſt 
Kinds of proof is that which reſts not on any 


one hinge of evidence, but where a number of 


ſtrong pointed circumſtances hang together, 


and unite in different ways to maintain the 


ſame ſat. For inſtance :—Suppoſe it was 


reported that St. Paul' s cathedral was ftrack ' 


with nn,. If any one of you, of whoſe 
NY 1 veracity 
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veracity I had a good opinion, was juſt 


come from London and told me it was cer- 
tainly true, for you ſaw it done, I ſhould rea- 
dily believe it; but if I read the ſame account 
in three or four newſpapers; if I recollected 
that that very night was very ſtormy here; if 
I went to town, and paſſing by different 
groups of people heard them talking of it; 
and if I afterwards actually ſaw the cracks in 
the walls and dome which the lightning was 
ſaid to have made; in this caſe I ſhould be- 
lieve the fact much more fully than upon your 
bare word. Indeed I ſhould not have a doubt 
remaining vpon the caſe; though all thefe 
_ circumſtances by no means amount to demon- 
firative proof. 7 | | 
Now apply this. We find in an hiſtory, 
externally credible, thar a perſon named Jeſus 
Chriſt called himſelf the Saviour of Sinners; 
and when we think of the excellency and un- 
blameableneſs of his character, as recorded 
there, we have reaſon to believe that ſuch a 
perſon would not tell a falſnood. But we do 
not reſt our faith on his bare word; for we 
find that this perſon was circumſtantially de- 
ſcribed in books (perpetually cited by the 
Evangeliſts) which appeared many ages be- 
fore he was born. We find him there declared 
to be 2 light that ſhould lighten the Gentites, 
and God's falvation to the ends of the earth. 
As one that ſhould give liberty to the captive, 
and preach glad-tidings to the mek, That he 
ſhould be cnt off, but not for himſelf; be 
wounded 


E 1 
wounded for our tra nſgreſſions, and bruiſed for 


our iniquities ; and that he ſhould not /ee cor- 


ruption. At the fame time we find his name, 
titles, offices, works; the tribe to which he 
ſhould belong, the family whence he ſhould 
deſcend, and the time and place of his birth 
minutely ſpecified. Now the antiquity and 
authenticity of theſe writings we have not 
merely his word for, but the full teſtimony of 
his bittereſt enemies, the Jews, who are in- 
flexible vouchers for theſe writings as prophe- 
cis. As to their excluſive applicableneſs to 
him, we will judge for ourſelves ; we want not 
their opinion. 

Again; we find, upon farther examination, 
that Chriſt not only ſaid he was the Saviour of 
ſioners, but, to give weight to what he affirmed, 
he performed the moſt aſtoniſhing wonders ; 
controuled all nature, commanded away dif- 
eaſes; created food for multitudes; ofdered 
individuals back from the inviſible world, and 
all this in the preſence of great numbers of 

rſons. Moreover we are told, that, being 
put to death, he a&tually aroſe from the grave 
at the exact time he had previouſly appointed. 
Beſides this, that he enabled other perſons 
to work miracles as wonderful as his own. 
And all was done with this expreſs declared 
view, to prove that Teſus is the Cbriſt. Faith 
in his name, ſays Peter, hath made this man 
whole. All is done in ibe name of the Lord 
Jeſus, to prove that he is exalted to be a prince 
* a One giving repentance to Jrael and 
. remiſion 
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remiſſion of fins. So that we find that different 
men, who lived and delivered prophecies in 
different places and ages, and all many hun- 
dred years before his birth, unite their teſti- 
mony with that which ariſes from the miracles 
which Chriſt himſelf wrought, and this again 
with that which ariſes from the miracles which 
his Apoſtles wrought afterhis death, to eſtab- 
liſh this fact, that it ig a faithful ſaying, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners. 
If Chriſt had been an impoſtor, how was he 
to have bribed ſo many prophets to lay the 
plan of the cheat ſo many ages before he was 
born? How was he to have aſſumed a divine 
power to have aſſiſted him in eſtabliſhing the 
cheat during his life time? And how was he 
to hire perſons, at the hazard of every thing 
dear to them, to keep it up after his death ? 
to ſpeak all manner of languages, and per- 
form all manner of wonders, in order to effect 
their purpoſe ? Surely, then, the fact aſſerted 
in my text is moſt highly credible. 
TriRDLy, The credibility of it farther 
appears from it's CONSISTENCY with the Di- 
VINE PERFECTIONS and GOVERNMENT, _ 
Suppoſe it was aſſerted, that ſuch a man as 
Dr. Doddridge had eſtablifhed a ſeminary, and 
ſupported it ſeveral years, for educating young 
men for all the tricks of knavery, and in- 
ſtructing chem in the arts of thieves and- 
ick-pockets; and that it is owing to that 
inſtitution that ſo many perſons of this de- 
ſcription ſwarm about the Metropolis, If an 


hundred 


— 


pelieve a word of it. 
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hundred peopte afferted this, or I ſaw it re- 
hated in twenty publications, I ſhould not 
If indeed I found ſuch 
a thing aſcribed to B. Mocre Carew, or Jona- 
than Wild, I might admit the probability of 
the fact. But 1 could not believe it of RIM, 
becauſe it is utterly inconſiſtent with his 
known eftabliſhed excellency of character. 
Were it aſſerted that he eftabliſhed a ſeminary 
for educating young perſons for the miniſtry, 


I might re«dily credit it, though I were a 


ſtranger to tte fact, becauſe it is ſo ſuitable 
to his known temper and principles. 

Now apply this. Had the Evangeliſts told 

us that Chriſt came into the world divinely 
Lemmi noned to fave men in their ſins, and 
make them happy in all manner of wicked- 
neſs; had they ſaid that he came to preach 
all forts of immorality on purpoſe to make 
men wicked, and then damn and deſtroy them, 
we ought to have believed the whole an enor- 
mous, diabolical falſhood, becauſe it is impoſ- 


ble that ſuch a ſcheme or ſuch a meſſenger 


could have corne from a righteous and graci- 
ous God. Such a ſyſtem would have been 
fatly contradictory to the very effence of the 


divine perfections, and therefore could not be 


from God. But when we look into the Goſ- 


all thefe prophecies point at, all theſe miracles 
center in, a Saviour from guilt, and vice, and 
miſery; a redemption from all wretchedneſs 


and wickedneſs; that this great perſon was. 
A | to 


pe}, and find that all this evidence ſupports, 
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to give himſelf for us in order to procure the 
grand bleſſing of eternal life; and yet in ſuch 
a way as to exhibit the evil and danger of ſin, 
and the rectitude of the divine adminiftration 
—=this is ſo ſuitable to and conſiſtent with the 
bleſſed perfections of God, on the one hand, 
as the Lord God merciful and gracious, the 
father of his creatures though fallen, their 
compaſſionate friend though guilty; and on 
the other hand, as a righteous Governor, who 
honours his law, and will diſcountenance vice 
wherever it is found; this is all ſo clearly con- 
ſtent with infinite excellence, and in all 
reſpects ſo worthy of God, that hence ariſes 
an additional evidence of the truth of an 
hiſtory in which ſuch a Tyſtem ſtands recorded, 
and the reality of a Saviout's claims who bears 
ſuch a character. | 

— FourxTaLy. The ExrecT which the pub- 
lication of this fact has produced among men 
will authenticate it's reality. 

' Thoſe of you who have read the life of 
Mahomet, muſt have obſerved to what it is to 
be aſcribed-that he made ſo many converts to 
his cauſe, and ſpread his religion ſo widely 
among mankind, viz. that he employed the 
two moſt powerful human engines in the 
accompliſhment of his purpoſe,” Foxce and 
ALLUREMENT, He ſtirred up a military 
ſpirit among his followers, and taught and 
ſpread his religion through the nations by the 
agency of fire and ſword. The bleſſings alſo 
which he promiſed to his diſciples were the _ ; 
moſt 
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-moſt ſenſual and licentious that can be con- 
ceived : gratifications to which the inhabitants 
of thoſe countries were particularly addicted. 
But how is it to br accounted for that Chriſti- 
anity, which had no apparent weapon with 
which to fight its way, but the doctrine of 
THE CRO>S, of Chriſt Fejus the Saviour of 
Sinners ſhould have ſuch an effect as we know 
it had? that multitudes were brought to 
believe it even at Jeruſalem, where Chriſt was 
executed, and where his worſt enemies lived? 
—that ſome of his moſt ſav2ge perſecutors 
ſhould come over to his cauſe ?——that churches 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed all over Judea, and reach 
through a conſiderable part of the gentile 
world even before the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem? and this though oppoſed almoſt in 
every place by the general maſs of the com- 
mon people, and by every deſcription of great 
men, ſtateſinen, philoſophers and magiſtrates ? 
How 1s it to be accounted for that this ſimple 
doctrine, ſo entirely contrary to the pride and 
luſts of men, ſhould lead thouſands of thou- 
ſands to forſake their idols and ancient rites 
and ceremonies ?—that the moſt abandoned 
characters ſhould ſubdue the vileſt paſſions, 
forfake the moſt abominable practices, and 
become ſober, juſt, devout, temperate and 
tender-hearted ?—How was it that dead Ephe- 
fians ſhould be gquickened to a new moral and 
ſpiritual life, and profligate Corinthians become 
waſhed and ſaniiiied? How is it to be ac- 
. counted for that myriads of perſons in the firft 
and 
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and ſucceeding ages ſhould ſacrifice their 
deareſt earthly comforts, leave their friends 
and homes, and worldly all; ſubmit to the 
moſt excruciating tortures, and ſuffer death 
in the moſt hideous forms, for the ſeke of 
this ſimple truth, that Chrift came into the 
world to ſave finners; even taking JOYFULLY 
the ſpoiling of their goods, and rejricing that © 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer for ſuch a 
name? How 1s all this to be accounted for ? 
Why in no way, and upon no principle on 
earth, but that bis ſaying was FAITHFUL : 
that it was of God; borne on and borne up 
in it's operation on mankind by an almighty 
irreſiſtible hand, and could no more be ſtopt 
in it's progreſs, by human oppoſition, than 
the ſun in his courſe by the riſe of a miſt, or 
the ebbs and flows of the ſea by the reſiſtance 
of the weeds which grow in the ſand, 

To conclude :—Let us bleſs God that the 
evidence of Chriſtianity comes down to us in 
ſo familiar a form, If the truth of the Goſpel 
depended upon any abſtruſe ſpeculation hke 
ſome difficult queſtion in arithmetic, or ſome 
deep principle in philoſophy, not one in an 
hundred could give @ reaſon of 'the hope that is 
in him. But a perſon of the plaineſt under. - 
ſtanding is capable of reading an hiſtory, and 
of underſtanding why he believes it. Now 
God has ſo ordered things that our eternal 
hope ſhould lie in the familiar form of an hif- 
torical narrative, ſo that we can read it juſt 
the ſame as any other hiſtory, and judge of 

1t's 
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it's authenticity on the ſame kind of ground 
as that of an hiſtory of England, of America, 
or of the French Revolution. And it is our 
unſpeakable mercy, that allowing for the anti- 
quity of the goſpel narration, no hiſtory extant 
comes down to us ſupported by a body of 
evidence more, if equally, full, ſatisfactory and 
inconteſtible. 

Again: — Reflect with ſatisfaction, that the 
. e which unbelievers generally raife, 
carry but little direct and poſitive force againſt 
the ſtrong pillars of evangelical fact. Jop- 
poſe you faw a man narrowly inſpecting a 
magnificent palace, and heard him object to 
the minute flaws in the ſurface of the walls, 
as proofs that it could not be the work of the 
celebrated architect to whom it was aſcribed, 
would you not condemn his folly, in confining 
his attention to ſuch trifles, and overlookin 
the grandeur of the whole building, and the 
ſymmetry of it's ſeveral parts? What reader 
of common: ſenſe would queſtion the authen- 
rticity of a work aſcribed to the celebrated 
Newton, on account of a few typographical 
errors which he might happen to diſcover ? 
Odjections of this fort would expoſe a pre- 
tended critic to univerſal contempt. Now it 
is a ſatisfaction to the believer in divine reve- 
fation to reflect, that moſt of the objections of 
infidels againſt chriſtianity are of this kind, 
founded on ſeeming inaccuracies of expreſ- 
fion, or trivial variations in the narratives of 
- the different writers, or other minute circum- - 


ſtances, 
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ſtances, which do not in the leaſt affect the 
credibility either of the grand facts or doc- 
trines of the Bible, and which may eaſily be 
accounted for from the antiquity of the books,, 
the overſights of tranſcribers, and other obvi- 
ous cauſes, Say to ſuch objeftors, Why 
cavil at difficulties fo trifling, which a reaſon- 
able man might expect in books ſo ancient, ſo 
often tranſcribed, and ſo complicated? Look 
at the great whole of Goſpel proof; attend to 
the ſtrong chain of evidence formed by ſim- 
plicity and credibility of narratien—excellency 
of character ſublimity of object arguments 
from prophecy and miracles - importance and 
extent of moral effect.— If you do any thing, 
attack the direct and radical evidence of Chriſ- 
tian faith. Do not meanly ſkulk behind the 
veil of ſly inſinuation and half-diſguiſed. 
hints, nor expect to demoliſh the n | 
dations of mortal hope by the mere broad-: 
neſs of your laugh, or the malignancy of your. 
ſneer. Come "AE with the calmneſs and. 
intrepidity of -a man, and urge us by ſerious. 
reaſoning and clear a F+6 argument 
to burn our Bibles, to diſcard the Man of 
Nazareth, and to retreat with you into the 
rich well- furniſned regions of ſcepticiſm, un- 
certainty and death. No- you dare not under 
take the arduous taſk, In vain have chriſtian 
apologiſts in every age thrown out the chal-. 
lenge; and becauſe you cannot effect what 
you would, you will at leaſt attempt what you 
can, though at the beſt it is an effort to cleave 


a rock 
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a rock with a ſtraw, or drown the roar of a 
thunder-ſtorm by the exploſion of ſquibs. 

I can ſcarcely ſatisfy myſelf to draw to a 
cloſe without remarking that, after all, the 
moſt valuable proof of evangelical truth 
ariſes from perſonal experience of it's happy 
effects. Wh 

Though there be great ſatisfaction in dwell- 
ing on external and hiſtorical evidence, though 
it be highly intereſting to the thoughtful en- 
quirer, and highly inſtructive to the young 
and opening mind, yet after all, the belt proof 
that the Goſpel is of divine original, ariſes ) 
from a perſonal experience of it's moral influ- oy 
ence, pulling down the ſtrong holds of fin, and *' 
reducing the thoughts to the obedience of Chriſt. 
If 1 find that it has actually turned me 
from darkne/s to light, if it has e ffectually 

ught me to deny ail ungodineſs and worldly 

nes, and to live ſoberly and righteou/ly and 
godly in the world, looking for the bleſſed hope, 
&c. in this caſe, though 1 may not be able 
to argue for it, I can live upon it and die for 
it's ke. Without this, though I reaſon ever 
fo well, and prove it ever fo clearly, yet this 
will be my condemnation that light is come 
into the world, but I have loved darkneſs 
rather than light, becauſe my deeds were evil. 


FINIS, 


